
 

Local action to renew the land 

BEMBOKA  

LANDCARE GROUP 

Bemboka is a village in the far south 

coast region of NSW.  Bemboka River 

Reserve is to the east of the village 

with access from the Snowy Mountains 

Highway via Colombo Park, a 

recreation centre with a sports field, 

toilets and showers and camping 

facilities.   
Lowland Grassy  

Woodland in the  

South East Corner  

Bioregion 

Phone: Sally Rowan 0413 480 682  

      Email: bembokalandcare@gmail.com 

      http://bembokalandcare.wordpress.com 

Walkers welcome 

Bemboka River Reserve is of very high 

conservation value, being a  relatively large 

(18 hectare) remnant of Lowland Grassy 

Woodland in the South East Corner 

Bioregion, an ecological community listed 

as endangered in NSW under the 

Threatened Species Conservation Act, and 

critically endangered  nationally under the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity  

Conservation Act.  

It was used as Crown Leasehold grazing 

land until 2004, when management was 

transferred to Bega Valley Shire Council.  

The Reserve is being conserved and 

restored by the Bemboka Landcare Group. 

 

Bemboka River 

Reserve  

LAT -36.386 LONG 149.3452 

View north to the 

range from the 

highest point in 

the Reserve 



 

Ecology 
Lowland Grassy Woodland is mostly 

found on soils of moderate fertility 

derived from granite. The main 

features are: 

 

 an open tree cover dominated 
by forest red gum (E. 

tereticornis), yellow box (E. 

melliodora) and rough-barked 

apple (Angophora floribunda);  

 a low density of shrubs and 
small trees like wattles; and  

 a more or less continuous 
groundcover of native grasses 

and forbs (herbaceous 

flowering plants).  

 
Kangaroo grass is the dominant 

groundcover in the sunnier areas of 

the site but other native grasses such 

as microlaena, paddock lovegrass, 

plume grass and poa tussock are all 

present, along with a number of other 

regionally significant native grasses 

and forbs that are now quite rare in 

the district.  

 

 

 
 

BEMBOKA RIVER RESERVE 

Walking trails 
The Blue Trail is a circuit and will take about an 

hour to complete. The Orange trail is a more 

direct route through the centre of the Reserve. 

Both trails are easy, however caution should be 

taken as Red-Bellied Black Snakes and Brown 

Snakes are native to the Reserve. 

Toilets are located at the Colombo Park Entry. 

Fauna 
Bounded as it is on two sides by the 

Bemboka River and Colombo Creek, 

the Reserve is a haven for over 60 

species of native birds. Large old 

trees with many hollows make nest 

sites for parrots, owls and dollarbirds. 

Prickly shrubs such as Blackthorn 

provide safe nest sites for small birds 

like finches. 

 

Platypus thrive in the deep 

waterholes along the river and can 

especially be seen at dusk.  Other 

mammals making their home in the 

Reserve include Echidna, Long-nosed 

Bandicoot, Wombat, Brushtail Possum, 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo and Swamp 

Wallaby.  

 

Frogs and reptiles include the 

Common Eastern Froglet, Garden 

Skink, Eastern Water Skink and Jacky 

Lizard. 

 

 

Fire 

Fire is an important tool for managing 

grassy woodlands. It can be used to 

stop trees from becoming too thick 

and to keep the grass layer open, 

leaving room for forbs.   
 


